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ORI AL 


Beyond Reason — Revelation 


That which man could not do for himself 
God did for him. That which man could not 
know God revealed to him. In insisting on the 
vital importance of revelation we are stressing 
a point which is being minimized today, and a 
point on which so much hinges. 


God has given us minds with which to reason. 
He has given to mankind the ability to search 
out truth. He has endowed him with the in- 
tellectual capability of experimentation unul 
in our time amazing new discoveries are being 
made, discoveries which can lead to the trans- 
formation (or destruction) of life on this earth. 


In all of these discoveries it should ever be 


kept in mind that man is only finding out what _ 


God has already locked up in the wonders of 
His universe. Man has not created one single 
atom, nor has he done more than to discover 
keys which unlock doors leading to the hidden 
marvels of the Creator: 


The Psalmist proclaimed the visible evidences 


of this Power when he said: “The heavens de- 
clare the glory of God; and the firmament 
sheweth his handiwork. Day unto day uttereth 
speech, and night unto night sheweth know!- 
edge. There is no speech nor language, where 
their voice is not heard.” 


Paul, writing to the Roman Christians, makes 
the samie point: “For the invisible things of 
him from the creation of the world are clearly 
seen, being understood by the things that are 
made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so 
that they are without excuse.” 


In other words, by reason man can and 
should come to a speculative knowledge of God 
and of His marvelous power. But man needs 
to know more than this about God; he needs 
to know of His love and mercy, of His redemp- 
tive work and of the One Who makes it possible 
for sinners to stand in His holy presence. 


It is by revelation that we learn these things. 
From beginning to end the Scriptures tell us 
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that God has given us such a revelation. Moses, 
we are told, “called for the elders of the people, 
and laid before their faces all these words which 
the Lord commanded him.” On down through 
the Bible we find God speaking to men through 
His prophets, telling them truths they could 
never have discovered for themselves. Paul, in 


defending his preaching of the Gospel, says to 


the Galatian Christians: “For ] neither recetved 


tt of man, neither was I taught it, but by the 


revelation of Jesus Christ.” 


What is the basic difference between reason 
and revelation? If our powers of reasoning 
come from God why are they not on a par with 
revelation which is also from God? Perhaps the 
best way to answer this is to say that reason 
is a human endowment, varying with each in- 


dividual, and therefore fallible, while revelation 


is a matter of divine inspiration and is infallible. 


Let us illustrate: One sees an apple by the 
side of the road. Reason says: “There is an 
apple; somewhere there is an apple tree and 
it may be close at hand.” But, revelation goes 
much deeper than this; it tells us where the 
tree came from and how it propagates its fruit: 
“In the beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth. ... And God said ... let the earth 
bring forth . and the earth brought forth 


. and the tree yielding fruit, after his kind, 


whose seed is within itself, after his kind.” 


Or another illustration: One takes up _ his 


morning newspaper and reads of war, murder, 


thefts, rape, sickness, suffering, death, and 
reason immediately says: “There is something 
radically wrong with the world and those who 
live in the world.” Again revelation goes much 
deeper, right to the root of the matter, not only 
telling the cause but also the cure: “Neverthe- 
less, death reigned—from Adam to Moses .. . 
and the wages of sin is death, but the gift of 
God is eternal life through Jesus Christ eur 
Lord.” 


It is difficult for man to understand or ac- 
cept revelation for it runs counter to the normal 
human processes. In fact, unregenerate man 
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cannot accept revelation for it is a foolish con- 
cept. Paul, writing to the Corinthian Christians 
says: “But the natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God; for they are fool- 
ishness unto him: neither can he know them, 
because they are sptritually discerned.” 


It is obvious that reason and revelation must 
be combined if we are to have the wisdom God 
wishes for His children, and faith steps in to 
bridge the gap. For man to live in an intel- 


lectual vacuum is folly, for there is so much 


to know. For man to attempt to live in the 
realm of reason alone is also folly. “The fear 
of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom,” is a 
scientific fact ignored by too many in this world. 


All of which leads to this conclusion: with- 
out God’s revealed truth, found in His Word, 
personified in His Son and made effective daily 
by His Holy Spirit, our lives are incomplete 
and ineffective. Man needs and must have more 
than reason. 


“For after that in the wisdom of God the 
world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God 
by the foolishness of preaching (Christ cruci- 
fied) , to save them that believe.” 


Beyond reason - revelation. L.N.B. 


Degenerate Music 


The writer has recently driven over four 
thousand miles, from the Atlantic to the 
Rockies. With a car equipped with a radio 
with automatic station finder we sampled the 
music of scores of radio stations over a period 
of ten days. | | 


We love music and enjoy a variety ranging 
from some of the catchy tunes of today to the 
classical productions which have stood the test 
of time. 


With all of the wonderful music available 
for use on radio stations today we express it 
as our considered opinion that the majority 
of the musical programs heard over the average 


radio station in America today is a disgrace, 
both to the stations which broadcast it and to 


Americans who enjoy it, or at least tolerate it. 


Much of this so-called music is dishonest, in 
that it is lacking in every quality which makes 


music a joy and a blessing. Much of it is. 


degenerate in that it is designed to excite and 
amplify the lowest passions. It is not acci- 


dental that police are guarding, and in some 
cases, closing down public halls where the latest 
rock ’n’ roll is played. There is a strange simi- 
larity of reaction recently in Washington, D. C., 
and Accra, on the Gold Coast in Africa when 
“hot” music was being played. Only stern police 
action prevented spontaneous rioting in both 
places. | 


Allowing for the passing fads, so character- 
istic of Americans in particular, and for the 
exuberance of youth which expresses itself one 
way today and another tomorrow, the fact re- 
mains that a candid analysis of popular Ameri- 
can music will reveal that as music it is ex- 
tremely poor; that the words are often moronic; 
that the orchestras play with a frenzy and a 
disregard for quality; the result being a sorry 
and disturbing cacaphony of sound and words 
which are disgusting. 


Fortunately, one usually is in a position to 
turn off one’s radio, or tune in another station. 
But, unfortunately if the latter is done there 
is usually little relief to be had either down 
or up the band. 


We do not believe this is a minor problem. 
To dismiss the radio from our way of life does 
not solve the problem. To forbid its use to our 
children could be most unwise. But, as indi- 
viduals, as groups, as organizations we could 
well notify our local radio stations that we are 
sick and tired of the music being broadcast much 
of the day. We can also compliment them on 
good programs. All of us have experienced the 
sense of relief and of real satisfaction when a 
blaring jazz program shifts to Guy Lombardo, 
Fred Waring or a time of classical music. 


One wonders why some of the sponsors of 
programs do not set up certain standards for 
the music they use and tell their hearers why 


they have done so? Why do not more local busi- 


ness houses sponsor fifteen minutes of whole- 
some modérn or classical music? Why does 
not some firm announce: “The next fifteen 
minutes of music, fit for you and your children 
to hear, comes to you through the courtesy of 


Does not a nation’s music reflect something 
of the spiritual and moral standards of its peo- 
ple? If such is the case in America today then 
we have come near plumbing the depths in de- 
pravity. That modern American music is so 
popular abroad brings little comfort; rather it 
must establish in the minds of those living in 
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Beyond Reason — Revelation 


That which man could not do for himself 
God did for him. That which man could not 
know God revealed to him. In insisting on the 
vital importance of revelation we are stressing 
a point which is being minimized today, and a 
point on which so much hinges. 


God has given us minds with which to reason. 
He has given to mankind the ability to search 
out truth. He has endowed him with the in- 
tellectual capability of experimentation unul 
in our time amazing new discoveries are being 
made, discoveries which can lead to the trans- 
formation (or destruction) of life on this earth. 


In all of these discoveries it should ever be 
kept in mind that man is only finding out what 
God has already locked up in the wonders of 
His universe. Man has not created one single 
atom, nor has he done more than to discover 
keys which unlock doors leading to the hidden 
marvels of the Creator. 


The Psalmist proclaimed the visible evidences 
of this Power when he said: “The heavens de- 


clare the glory of God; and the firmament. 


sheweth his handiwork. Day unto day uttereth 
speech, and night unto night sheweth knowl!- 
edge. There is no speech nor language, where 
their voice is not heard.” 


Paul, writing to the Roman Christians, makes 
the same point: “For the invisible things of 
him from the creation of the world are clearly 
seen, being understood by the things that are 
made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so 
that they are without excuse.” 


In other words, by reason man can and 
should come to a speculative knowledge of God 
and of His marvelous power. But man needs 
to know more than this about God; he needs 
to know of His love and mercy, of His redemp- 
tive work and of the One Who makes it possible 
for sinners to stand in His holy presence. 


It is by revelation that we learn these things. 
From beginning to end the Scriptures tell us 
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that God has given us such a revelation. Moses, 
we are told, “called for the elders of the people, 
and laid before their faces all these words which 
the Lord commanded him.” On down through 
the Bible we find,God speaking to men through 
His prophets, telling them truths they could 
never have discovered for themselves. Paul, in 


defending his preaching of the Gospel, says to — 
the Galatian Christians: neither received 


it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the 
revelation of Jesus Christ.” 


What is the basic difference between reason 
and revelation? If our powers of reasoning 
come from God why are they not on a par with 
revelation which is also from God? Perhaps the 
best wav to answer this is to say that reason 
is a human endowment, varying with each in- 
dividual, and therefore fallible, while revelation 
is a matter of divine inspiration and is infallible. 


Let us illustrate: One sees an apple by the 
side of the road. Reason says: “There is an 
apple; somewhere there is an apple tree and 
it may be close at hand.” But, revelation goes 
much deeper than this; it tells us where the 
tree came from and how it propagates its fruit: 


“In the beginning God created the heaven and 


the earth. ... And God said... let the earth 

bring forth . and the earth brought forth 
. and the tree yielding fruit, after his kind, 

whose seed is within itself, after his kind.” 


Or another illustration: One’ takes up his 
morning newspaper and reads of war, murder, 
thefts, rape, sickness, suffering, death, and 
reason immediately says: “There is something 
radically wrong with the world and those who 
live in the world.” Again revelation goes much 
deeper, right to the root of the matter, not only 
telling the cause but also the cure: “Neverthe- 
less, death reigned—from Adam to Moses .. . 
and the wages of sin ts death, but the gift of 
God is eternal life through Jesus Christ eur 
Lord.” 


It is difficult for man to understand or ac- 
cept revelation for it-runs counter to the normal 
human processes. In fact, unregenerate man 
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cannot accept revelation for it is a foolish con- 
cept. Paul, writing to the Corinthian Christians 
says: “But the natural man recetveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God; for they are fool- 
ishness unto him: neither can he know them, 
because they are spiritually discerned.” 


It is obvious that reason and revelation must 
be combined if we are to have the wisdom God 
wishes for His children, and faith steps in to 
bridge the gap. For man to live in an intel- 
lectual vacuum is folly, for there is so much 
to know. For man to attempt to live in the 
realm of reason alone is also folly. “The fear 
of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom,” is a 
scientific fact ignored by too many in this world. 


All of which leads to this conclusion: with- 
out God’s revealed truth, found in His Word, 
personified in His Son and made effective daily 
by His Holy Spirit, our lives are incomplete 
and ineffective. Man needs and must have more 
than reason. 


“For after that in the wisdom of God the 
world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God 
by the foolishness of preaching (Christ cruci- 


fied), to save them that believe.” 


Beyond reason - revelation. L.N.B. 


Degenerate Music 


The writer has recently driven over four 
thousand miles, from the Atlantic to the 
Rockies. With a car equipped with a radio 
with automatic station finder we sampled the 
music of scores of radio stations over a period 
of ten days. 


We love music and enjoy a variety ranging 


from some of the catchy tunes of today. to the. 


classical productions which have stood the test 
of time. 3 


With all of the wonderful music available 
for use on radio stations today we express it 
as our considered opinion that the majority 
of the musical programs heard over the average 
radio station in America today is a disgrace, 
both to the stations which broadcast it and to 
Americans who enjoy it, or at least tolerate it. 


Much of this so-called music is dishonest, in 
that it is lacking in every quality which makes 
music a joy and a- blessing. Much of it is 
degenerate in that it is designed to excite and 
amplify the lowest passions. It is not acci- 


dental that police are guarding, and in some 
cases, closing down public halls where the latest 
rock ’n’ roll is played. There is a strange simi- 
larity of reaction recently in Washington, D. C., 
and Accra, on the Gold Coast in Africa when 
“hot” music was being played. Only stern police 
action prevented spontaneous rioting in both 
places. | 


Allowing for the passing fads, so character- 
istic of Americans in particular, and for the 
exuberance of youth which expresses itself one 
way today and another tomorrow, the fact re- 
mains that a candid analysis of popular Ameri- 
can music will reveal that as music it is ex- 
tremely poor; that the words are often moronic; 
that the orchestras play with a frenzy and a 
disregard for quality; the result being a sorry 
and disturbing cacaphony of sound and words 
which are disgusting. 


Fortunately, one usually is in a position to 
turn off one’s radio, or tune in another station. 
But, unfortunately if the latter is done there 
is usually little relief to be had either down 
or up the band. 


We do not believe this is a minor problem. 
To dismiss the radio from our way of life does 


not solve the problem. To forbid its use to our 


children could be most unwise. But, as indi- 
viduals, as groups, as organizations we could 
well notify our local radio stations that we are 
sick and tired of the music being broadcast much 


sof the day. We can also compliment them on 


good programs.. All of us have experienced the 
sense of relief and of real satisfaction when a 
blaring jazz program shifts to Guy Lombardo, 
Fred Waring or a time of classical music. 


One wonders why some of the sponsors of 
programs do not set up certain standards for 
the music they use and tell their hearers why 
they have done so? Why do not more local busi- 
ness houses sponsor fifteen minutes of whole- 


some modern or classical music? Why does 
not some firm announce: “The next fifteen 


minutes of music, fit for you and your children 
to hear, comes to you through the courtesy of 


Does not a nation’s music reflect something 
of the spiritual and moral standards of its peo- 
ple? If such is the case in America today then 
we have come near plumbing the depths in de- 
pravity. That modern American music is so 
popular abroad brings little comfort; rather it 
must establish in the minds of those living in 
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others countries that our musical standards are 
of the lowest. 


It is not that we do not have cute, tuneful and 
attractive current music. The trouble is that 
along with so much which is wholesome and 
enjoyable there is a plethora of jazz, blues and 
rock ’n’ roll which crowds out the good music. 
The comparison is much of that to be found 


between genuine art and the bizarre and night- © 


marish blobs and blotches of surrealistic paint- 


ings. 


Christians have remained quiet far too long 


in the face of that which is taking place today. 
The radio is here to stay but radio musical 
programs need a thorough revamping and if 
enough people are concerned and vocal about 


the matter a change can soon be effected. 
L.N.B. 


Wanted: Good Samaritans 


From the ashes of Secession and Recon$truc- 
tion, Henry W. Grady caught a vision of a 
new South with “her two races walking together 
in peace and contentment.” He did not envision 
the two being amalgamated into one, but he 
did see both walking together in peace and con- 
tentment. 


Recently I read a volume discussing mission- 
ary work in a multi-racial situation, in which 
there is considerable difference of opinion on 
race relations. But the best article in the col- 
lection is one in which a Christian editor says, 
in effect: Let us not get so concerned about 
race relations that we forget the Christian ad- 
monition to do good to all men, especially to 
those who are of the household of faith. The 
best way to lessen tensions is to find individual 
occasions to do justice and show kindness to 
those who are of another race. 


And is not that what our Lord taught us in 
the parable of the Good Samaritan? What has 
kept our two races walking together in such 
peace and contentment as we have enjoyed is 
Good Samaritanism. It is cases in which Negroes 
have played the Good Samaritan to white neigh- 
bors, and in which white persons have acted 
as Good Samaritans to Negroes. May their tribe 
increase! 


Moreover, one wonders whether the wisecrack 
about accepting the Negro as a brother but not 
as a brother-in-law has not been used with the 
emphasis on the negative part of the statement. 
In Christ Jesus we are brothers with all those 
who believe in Him. At the General Assembly 
and at the Synods we sit at the Lord’s Table 
together. To the celebration of the Communion 
at the Seminary all those on the Campus, in- 
cluding the families and all who work there, 
are invited, and generally come. W.C.R. 
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The Gracious God and 


the Ungracious Preacher 


This was the theme of the sermon delivered 
last Sunday in the Chapel of St. Leger to the 
Presbyterian Congregation of Geneva by the 
Reverend A. G. MacAlpine, Jr., of Tain, Ross- 
shire, Scotland. Dr. MacAlpine read most of 
the ‘book of Jonah, and the New ‘Testament 
comment theron in Matthew. The old Chapel 
which was used by the Crusaders was filled to 
capacity and mightily sang the paraphrases and 
hymns selected from the Church Hymnary with 
Mrs. Robert Clark, formerly of Signal Moun- 
tain, Chattanooga, at the organ. Here is a line 
from one of those hymns sung: 


No earthly Father loves like Thee 

No Mother e’er so mild 

Bears and forebears as Thou hast done 
With me Thy sinful child. 


The text for the message was Jonah 4.2, “For 
I knew that thou art a gracious God and merci- 
ful, slow to anger and abundant in_loving- 
kindness, and repentest (relentest) thee of the 
evil.” 


The preacher showed that one’s primary busi- 
ness with Jonah was not with the difficulty of 
the story, either rationalizing or defending it 
(though his sympathies were plainly with those 
who hold its historicity). As God’s Word, Jonah 
brings us face to face with the living God and 
He deals with us. In this book we have the 
fleeing man and the pursuing God, cf. Psalm 
139 and the Hound: of Heaven. More than that, 
ve have here the ungracious man, even the un- 
gracious preacher, and the Gracious God. God 
revealed His graciousness to Moses in promise; 
and to,us, in fulfillment of the promise, Grace 
and truth came by Jesus Christ. | 


After the service of worship we visited the 
Calvin Auditorium beside the Cathedral of 
Saint-Pierre. Here John Calvin delivered his 
lectures and here John Knox preached to the 
English refugees. We visited this historic spot, 
that is, we visited iteas much as we could. The 
building is being restored by. the Pan-Presby- 
terian alliance to be a center of World Presby- 
terilanism and to provide more adequate quar- 
ters for the worship of those English speaking 
Presbyterians who live in and who visit Geneva. 


This fall, the Scottish Church will send a 
full time minister to this congregation, and al- 
ready the little Chapel of St. Leger is crowded 
to capacity. It was a pleasure to learn that our 
Presbyterian Church in the United States has 
pledged toward this important enterprise and 
that part of our pledge has been paid. There 
are today more than 7,000 Americans in Geneva 
and many more of these would worship at the 
Presbyterian service were there room. 
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Then it was, as always, an experience to stand 
in Calvin’s Cathedral of St. Pierre. The high 
pulpit he used is to one side in the transept 
with seats facing it on four sides. Below it is 
the modest table where the small communion 
is held monthly. When:I worshipped there at 
Pentecost some years ago we took communion 


at one of the five yearly large communion sea-. 


sons. In doing that, we formed two lines and 
walked up to the table in the Choir or Chancel. 
Four at a time we faced the Table and received 
the bread from one and the cup from another 
minister. When I took communion here in 


Basel at Pauluskirche this Pentecost, the Pastor 


administered the bread, while two elders, one 
on either side of him, gave us the cup, the 
ministers of the elements being behind and the 
communicants before the Table of the Lord. 


W.C.R. 


Of Women “As Ministers And 
Church Officers 


By Rev..Harold H. Leach 


God is witness that His Word is full, a com- 
plete guide to His people for faith and service, 
so that “the man of God may be complete, 
furnished completely unto every good work” 
(2 Tim. 3:17 ARV) , God would have His people 
do for Him, in His name. The Greek for “man” 


(anthropos) all persons, men and women. Jude 


spoke of revelation as complete: “the faith that 


was once for all delivered to the saints”—fin- 
ished, ended, no more to follow; same word 
applied to Christ’s sacrifice: “Christ also hath 
once suffered for sins” as He cried on the cross: 
“Tt is finished.” Because His revelation is com- 


plete, full, finished, God warns at the end: “If 


any man shall add unto them, God shall add 
unto (Gk., upon) him the plagues that are 
written in this book...” (Rev. 22:18). 


As to electing or ordaining women to any 
office in the church, minister, elder or deaconess, 
there is a total absence of any instruction for 
such in the Bible; while there is full and de- 
tailed and repeated instruction for “laying hands 
on” men for these offices. 


‘“Whatsoever is not of faith is sin”) (Ro. 
14:23b). “So belief cometh of hearing, and 
hearing by the word of Christ” (Ro. 10:17 
ARV). Put together we have: Whatsoever is 
not of faith (that rests on the Word of God) 
is sin. Election of a woman to office of min- 
istry, elder or deaconess, is without faith that 
rests on the Word of God; such election is there- 
fore sin. 


“Without faith (that rests on the Word of 
God) it is impossible to be well-pleasing unto 
Him” (Heb. 11:6). Woman’s holding office 
(over men) in the church is without faith 
that rests on the Word of God; therefore a 
woman’s holding office in the church is not 
well-pleasing unto God, though she may be good 
as an angel. See Prov. 30:6; Deut. 12:32; Ex. 


. 


Salvation And Predestination 


By Hugh E. Bradshaw, D.D. 
Pastor 

Memorial Presbyterian Church 
West Monroe, Louisiana 


These two words are closely related. Some 
might call them twins. If they are, Salvation is 
of more importance because of the thing it does 
to our nature. Yet, without Predestination, this 
Salvation would never be possible. The two are 
vitally connected. Salvation means life and im- 
mortality. Predestination is the route by which 
we achieve life and immortality. That we may 
understand Predestination a little better, let us 
first consider Salvation. Salvation, as God’s gift 


of life to us, is spoken of in Ephesians 2:1-10.. 


We were dead spiritually. God has ‘“quickened”’ 
us. That is, He has made us alive where before 
we were dead. Through Christ we are to “sit 
together in heavenly places.” But before Paul 
tells us of all this, he sings of this salvation in 
what some have chosen to call “the Hymn of 
God’s Redeeming Grace” (Ephesians 1:3-14). 


JULY 4, 1956 


_In this “Hymn” we are told that we are “pre- 


destinated” unto the adoption of children and 
that this predestination is “according to Him 
who worketh all things after the counsel of His 
own will.” May we first consider 


The Nature of Salvation 


We have already referred to salvation as mean». 
ing life and immortality. This has deeper sig- 
nificance than mere wotds when we think of 
these terms as the opposite of mortality and 
death. Fallen man is not merely diseased, or 
anemic, or atrophied spiritually; he is dead. 
This death involves the knowing, feeling and 
willing faculties. Salvation brings a new creéa- 
tion in the form of a new life capable of know- 
ing, loving, choosing and obeying God as He 
is revealed in Christ. Read what Jesus said to 
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Nicodemus concerning this new birth and the 
Kingdom of God in John 3:1-18. No wonder 
Paul sang of God’s redeeming Grace! 


The second characteristic of salvation is that 
it brings complete pardon and forgiveness for 
all sin and wrong-doing. This removes the bur- 
den of guilt in all its destroying powers as it 
would reproduce a little hell in each breast. 
For guilt is relentless and drives its victims past 
the psychopathic ward to the insane asylum and 
into hell itself. And there is no penance, good 
works or atonement men can make for the guilt 
of sin. However, there is a Saviour who has paid 
the penalty of sin for-us and thus bears away 
its guilt. It is a great relief to know one is fully 
pardoned. It is a great thing, they say, to stand 
pardoned before a human bar of justice. It is 
an infinitely greater thing to stand before the 
bar of God’s infinite justice as fully pardoned 
and forgiven. “There is therefore now no con- 
demnation to them which are in Christ Jesus 
who walk, not after the flesh, but after the 
Spirit.” When you realize the full meaning of 
God’s pardoning grace as told in Romans 8:1 ff, 
you, too, will sing with Paul and the great host 
of redeemed saints, this song of God’s Redeem- 
ing Grace! 


A third thing to be said about salvation is 
that it “clothes” us with a goodness that is not 
our own. For God takes the righteousness of 
Christ from His back, so to speak, and clothes us 
with it. But do not be afraid that Christ will 
be impoverished. He has a cloak of righteous- 
ness for every son of Adam who has the faith 
to reach out his hand and accept this “beautiful 


garment.” We may be, and are, basically, as 


guilty before God as ever; but, having accepted 
the righteousness of Christ by faith in Him as 
Saviour, His glorious robe of righteousness hides 
our “filthy rags.” Surely Paul must sing! For 
he and all who, like him, accept this salvation 
are the best dressed creatures in creation. 


Salvation, in the fourth place, involves 
growth into the likeness of Christ. We some- 
times say that a son is the “spit image” of his 
father. A Christian man or woman will grow 
into the “spit image’ of God, his Father in 
Heaven. It may and does take a long time to 


do it; but it will surely be done. It has to be 


that way; because we who wear the “righteous- 
ness of Chirst’”” cannot go on being hypocrites 
forever. That cloak of righteousness we wear 
looks like we belong to the family of God with 
Christ as our Elder Brother. And so we do; but 
our hearts and lives have not been made to 
conform to the outward appearances. So, by 


the help of God’s Holy Spirit, the old man of | 


sin is made to die and the new man is made to 
live more and more in keeping with the law 
of righteousness of Christ. In other words, the 
inner life is made to conform more and more 
to the holiness and goodness of that “garment”’ 
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of Christ’s righteousness we wear. This is a 
process or work of God’s Holy Spirit called 
Sanctification—a very necessary part of salva- 
tion. At last, when this work is finished in 
eternity, the inner life has been made complete- 
ly perfect as Christ is perfect. This comes about 
because Christ takes over every faculty of His 
obedient believers and so enables them to live 


as they can say with Paul, “I live, yet not I but 


Christ liveth in me...” You do not see how 
Paul could keep from singing, do you? | 


One more observation needs to be made con- 
cerning the end or purpose of salvation. /ts 


‘purpose is that of glory. Many passages tell us 


this—such as that one telling us that believers 
go from “glory to glory”; the command to be 
perfect as God is perfect; the statement con- 


cerning Christ’s resurrection ‘glory as revealing | 


Him as the “first fruits” of those who are in 
Him; and the assurance that believers are par- 
takers of the glory that shall be revealed in 
Christ. This glory will not, be a glory of uni- 
formity. Each believer’s individuality will be 


preserved, transformed, perfected; and in his 


own way he shall interpret divine glory for the 


_ admiring gaze of angels and the universe. God’s 


glory, then, as it is imparted to His children, 
will be as the beautiful glory of the rainbow 
rather than the dazzling glory of the sun. This 
is the end, the goal—in a word more expressive, 
the destiny of salvation. This is why Paul sang 
his song of God’s redeeming grace. Read it in 
Ephesians 1:3-14 and you, too, will sing. 


So you see salvation is a glorious thing. ‘The 
half of it has not been told nor could be in such 
a brief sketch. Even the brilliantly inspired 
mind of Paul could only say “... Eye hath not 
seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into 
the heart of man, the things which God hath 
prepared for them that love him...” The 
unspeakable gift of God to us brings unspeak- 
able glories. 


Predestination the Way to Salvation 


Presdestination is God’s plan for leading be- 
lievers into the possession of that glorious sal- 
vation. Predestination means to purpose, plan 
or determine beforehand. The very word plan 
carries with it the idea of designing or drafting 
beforehand. Before a journey is made it is or 
should be planned. The coming of a new life 
into the world should be, and in most instances 
is, planned for. Is it strange, then, that God 
makes His plans and works toward the accom- 


-plishment of them beforehand? This is what 


Paul says has been done. God chose us in Christ 
“before the foundation of the world.” And we 
are glorified, having been “‘predestinated accord- 
ing to the purpose of Him who worketh all 


things after the counsel of His own will.” — 


Ephesians 1:3-14). The — 
ill also be found in Romans 825% ere we 
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are told that God purposes beforehand that be- 
lievers shall be made to conform to the “image 
of His Son” and that, in this planning, the end 
will be a “glorified” person. In I Corinthians 
2:7, Paul speaks of the wisdom of God as having 
been “ordained before the world unto our 
glory.” God planned to reveal His wisdom to 
us even before He created the world! 


Indeed, the fact that God planned His work 
of redemption before the subjects of redemption 
—you and I and all the saved—were born, re- 
curs over and over in the Bible. The Bible tells 
us that God made His plans before the birth 
of Esau and Jacob to choose Jacob and make 
him to become a prince of God—“Israel.” 


This was predestination. Before Abram_ be- 
came the father of the faithful, and while he 


was living among the idolatrous peoples of Chal- 


dea, God had His plans to call him out and 
make him to become:what he did become, 
Abraham, father of the faithful. This was pre- 
destination. 


Joseph’s brethren committed a great crime 
against him and sinned against God when they 
sold Joseph as a slave to the Egyptians. This 
is plain when, years later, after they had lived 
with Joseph in Egypt and after Jacob had died, 
the brethren came to Joseph to ask that he not 
vent his anger and vengeance on them for this 
crime now that the father was dead. 


Joseph readily forgave them as he recognized 
God’s plan for their lives. He said: “As for 
you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant 
it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, 
to save much people alive.” (Genesis 50:20). 


The idea of predestination is in the very term — 


“covenant-salvation.”’ As this wonderful plan is 
studied throughout the Bible, we learn that God 
the Father entered into & covenant with Christ, 
who is God the Son, to- assume sinful human 
nature by being born into the world, and to 
die for the sins of the whole world. Conditioned 
on Christ’s doing this, God the father would 
give Him a great host of redeemed people which 
no man could number. In fulfillment of this 
covenant, Christ game to earth and died as the 
Lamb of God. '*God’s predestination of this 
event is recorded in Acts 4:26-28 as follows. ““The 
kings . . . and rulers were gathered together 
against the Lord, and against His Christ... Thy 
holy child Jesus .. . for to do whatsoever Thy 


hand and Thy counsel determined before to be | 
done.” Instead of thwarting God’s purposes, ° 


these evil men, in their rebellion and rage 
against God, fulfilled the purposes of God the 
Father to give us a Saviour! 


Predestination, then, is the plan by which 
God works out His purposes. These are of ne- 
cessity hidden from us except so much as it 
pleases God to reveal to us. And even in those 


JULY 4, 1956 


things revealed, the limitations of our finite 
minds cannot grasp the things even on the 
fringe of the infinite—to say nothing of those 
truths within the realm of the infinite itself. 
We should not try to penetrate the infinite. 
It is dangerous not only because the finite mind 
staggers at such infinity but because these things 
come under the head of God’s business. And 
people get in trouble trying to mind the busi- 


ness of other persons! In Deuteronomy 29:29, 


we are told “The secret things belong unto the 
Lord our God: but those things that are re- 
vealed belong unto us and our children forever 

.”’ Let us tread very cautiously as we think 


of God’s purposes and plans; for we are indeed 


on holy ground. But ground on which God has 
seen fit to give us a fantalizing glimpse of His 


- loving purposes to save us and of His ability 


to carry out that purpose through His predestin- 
ating love. 


Presdestination is in order to salvation. In 
other words, the destination is salvation; while 
predestination is the predetermined way of that 
salvation. If we keep this clearly in mind it 
will help greatly. God’s most glorious salvation 
for your and my enjoyment could and would 
miscarry, humanly speaking, had it not been for 
the fact that God made plans also by which 
that salvation would be your real possession. 


‘In this sense, predestination emphasizes the 
reality of divine grace and the unmerited favor 
God bestows on us. Predestination is your guar- 
antee and mine that we shall actually possess | 
this unspeakable gift of God in spite of all the 
efforts of the combined hosts of Hell! 


We get into deep waters when we begin to 
think of predestination as a philosophic explana- 
tion of human life and destiny. This takes us 
into the realm of speculation and philosophic 
vagaries. Perhaps our thinking has been too 
long in this realm. Let us put this phase of 
predestination out of our minds altogether and 
think of it only as a religious truth emphasizing 
the reality of divine grace. In this respect, it is 
a guarantee that this priceless possession called 
Salvation shall be for those who exercise faith 
—the true believers. It is a guarantee from God 
that the process of redeeming love begun with 
faith shall be brought to a complete, perfect 
and triumphant fulfillment in a completely re- 
deemed and glorified humanity. 


When we complete our pkans and work them 
out for a maturing flower, we enjoy its beauty, 
fragrance and glory. When we complete our 
house according to plans and specifications, we 


enjoy the comfort and “glory” of our “purchased 


possession.”” Why should it seem strange that 
God and the angels of heaven should rejoice over 
one sinner that is saved? For that sinner is 
God’s “purchased possession” and will surely be 
made perfect in holiness according to the re- 
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deeming love of God working in us to will and 
do according to His purposes for our lives. God’s 
predestinating love which makes us “new crea- 
tions in Christ Jesus’ also never lets us go until 
we are made perfect in His likeness..- 


The reasonableness of predestination is shown 
by two illustrations. The first has to do with 
the gardener and his habits. The skilled hand 
of the gardener holds a tiny seed. His faraway 
look takes in the beauty of the perfect flower 
as he has predestinated it to unfold from that 
' tiny seed. But there are many steps to be taken 
before this is to be fulfilled. The soil must be 
mulched, when the suitable kind of soil is found; 
the seed must be planted; the moisture and 
sunshine must be right; and there must be more 


mulching when the tender plant comes up. At | 


last the beautiful flower will bloom—maybe. 
All elements necessary for a healthful plant 
must be present at the proper time and in the 
proper proportions. This is where the predes- 
tinating skill of the gardener comes in. He sees 
to these things as far as his skill and ability will 
permit. But even if all goes well, a wandering 
animal or an ignorant vandal may uproot the 
growing plant so that the flower will never 
bloom. This is because the gardener is not all- 
wise, nor all-powerful, nor all-knowing. But 


God’s predestinating plans for the development 
of His children’s lives do not miscarry because 
He is all-wise, all-powerful, and all-knowing. 


The second illustration is that of the archi- 
tect. He carefully makes his plans for a build- 
ing or temple. Every detail is carefully worked 
out on the draftsman’s table—the doors, the 
windows, the arches, the ceilings and floors, the 


foundations and the roof, the homely strength | 


of its supports and the beauty of its spires and 


cupolas. Its designs must first be in the mind 


of the architect, then on the draftsman’s table, 
then in the hands of a construction engineer 
and the skilled workmen who build by specifica- 
tions. | 


The workmen may mar the plans because 
their lack of skill or unwillingness prevents the 
architect’s plan from materializing. But not so 
with God. He as the Almighty God is able both 


to design and to “construct” our lives as temples | 


in which His Spirit may dwell. He it is that 
works in and through us to do His will. He 
it is whose perfect work issues in the perfect 
man as he is in Christ Jesus. He is the Architect 
and the Construction Engineer for your life and 
mine and He will build according to specifica- 
tions if we will let Him. 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR JULY 15 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Jesus Christ Is The Saviour Of Men 


Background Scripture: John 4:39-42; Hebrews 2:9 - 5:14 


Devotional Reading: John 3:14-21 


Jesus Christ is the Saviour of men. This Salvation is sufficient for all men. It is efficient 
for all who believe. He became the Author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey Him. The 
faith that saves is a living, active faith which results in obedience. The first commandment for 
us is to believe on Him Whom God has sent as the Saviour of the world. | 


In our Devotional Reading (John 3:14-21 we 
see this very plainly: “Whosoever believeth 
in Him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life’; “He that believeth on Him is not con- 
demned; but he that believeth not is con- 
demned already, because he hath not believed 
in the name of the only begotten Son of God”. 


Nothing could be plainer than these repeated 
statements. 


I. The Samaritans Believe: John 4:39-42. 


To understand these verses we will have to 
read the entire story of Jesus’ interview with 
the woman of Samaria. It is such a well-known 
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story that most of us remember it. These two 
personal contacts in John $ and 4 with Nico- 
demus and the Samaritan woman differ in 
many ways, but the main point is the same. 
Jesus told Nicodemus to “believe,” if he was 
to have eternal life; He led the woman of Sa- 
maria to “believe” in Him so she could have 
the water of life. She went to the village and 
reported to the people. Some believed because 
of her testimony, and many more believed be- 
cause of His own word; and said to the woman, 
Now we believe, not because of thy saying: 
for we have heard Him ourselves, and know 
that this indeed is the Christ, the Saviour of 
the world. 
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Salvation by grace through faith is one of 
the foundation stones of the Protestant Church. 
It was the rediscovery of this plain teaching 
of Scripture, and the preaching of it, that 
brought about the Reformation. The preaching 
of this ““Good News” is at the basis of every 
real Awakening. Men have tried to cover up 
this precious truth and put in its place a man- 
made scheme of salvation by works or by char- 


acter, or in some other ‘way, but this great 


truth revives and comes to light again in all 
its glory and power. Redeeming Grace, Amaz- 


ing Grace, becomes the theme of saved and 


rejoicing ‘souls as they Sing of “My Redeemer” 
and His wondrous love to them. The greatest 
hymns are along this line. 


Everywhere the true gospel is_ preached, 
sinners believe, and are saved. This was true 
in the days when Jesus spoke to the proud 
Pharisee and the woman at the well; it was 
true after Pentecost when they that were scat- 
tered abroad went everywhere talking the good 
news; it has been true in all ages of the history 


of the Church; it is true now. Stop xight here 
and ask your own soul, Have I Delieved: am 
I saved? 


II. More About Believing: Hebrews 2:9-5:14. 


1. We are to believe in a Saviour Who suf- 
fered : the Author of eternal salvation had to 
suffer and die before He could save: Except a 
corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it 
abideth alone : 
much fruit. This is made clear in these verses 
from Hebrews. Hebrews tells of the priestly 
work of Christ, and this priestly work consists 
of two parts, (1) to make atonement, and (2) 
to make intercession. He once for all perfectly 
atoned for our sins by His death on the cross, 
and is now making continual intercession for 
us. He tasted death for every man. He became 
a perfect Saviour through His suffering. It was 
only thus that He could destroy Him who had 
the power of death, even the Devil, and deliver 
those who through fear of death were in bond- 
age. Jesus had told the Jews, “If the Son there- 


fore shall make you free, ye shall be free in- | 


deed. He suffered, and therefore He can succor 


_ those who are tempted. He became our per- 


fect High Priest, able to save all those who come 
unto God by Him. 


2. We are to believe in a Saviour Who was 
faithful to the One Who appointed Him. Moses 
was faithful as a servant in all his house. He was 
the greatest man, many of us think, in the Old 
Testament. He was the great Law-giver and 
Leader who spoke with God face to face, and 
received from Him instructions as to the way 
to approach God and worship Him. Christ 
was more than a servant: He was the Son; the 
Apostle and High Priest of our confession. He 
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but if it die, it bringeth forth _ 


was made like unto His brethren. God had 
promised that a Prophet shovild arise like unto 
Moses (see Acts 7:37). He was greater than 
Moses, just as a son is more tu be honored than 
a servant. When we think of all that Jesus 
Christ went through with in the days of His 
humiliation, from Bethlehem to Nazareth, and 
then through His ministry of healing, preach- 
ing, and teaching, and then on to His death on 
Calvary, we can begin to see how He was fitted 
to be a faithful and merciful High Priest. He 
did always those things which pleased His 
Father. He came, not to do His own will, but 
the will of the Father. The plan of salvation 
was faithfully executed by the Son of God. 


3. We are to believe in a Saviour who leads 
us into “‘rest.” (3:7-4:13) This is illustrated 
by the Old Testament experience of Israel 


entering the land of Promise. The one thing 


which kept the Israelites out of the Promised 
Land - the “Rest” which had been promised 
to them - was unbelief, an unbelief which led 
to disobedience. We are familiar with the story. 
When Israel was on the border of Canaan they 
sent out the twelve spies. When these spies 
camie back they gave two “reports”; the majority 
report, and the minority report. All the spies 
agreed that it was a good land. Ten of them 
said that the Israelites could not go up and 
possess it for they were too weak. The other, 
a minority report, by Caleb and Joshua, urged 
the people to go up, trusting in Jehovah. The 
Israelites accepted the report of the ten, and 
because of this unbelief and disobedience were 
kept out of the land until all that generation 
died. They could not enter in because of 
unbelief. 


The writer of Hebrews urges us over and 
over again in these verses to enter into our 
“rest” through a greater than Joshua, even Jesus 
Christ Who is our Leader and Commander. 
The urgent word, “Today” is used frequently; 
“Today, if ye will hear His voice, harden not 
your hearts.” The Holy Ghost saith, Today. 
Our hearts, hardened and deceived by sin, may 


‘ keep us out of salvation, even as Israel’s heart 


of unbelief kept them out of Canaan for forty 
years. We are to give diligence to enter into 
that “rest” — a rest that remains for the people 
of God. We are to cease from our own works 
and rely upon our Leader. Believe Today; 
accept Him NOW! 


See here again the vital importance of 
Believing. It all depends upon this. There 
is a rest - a heavenly Canaan - but the door 
can be closed through unbelief. Martin Luther 
says, The only sin that condemns is unbelief. 
The only sin which shuts the door to heaven 
is unbelief, but this is a very common, and a 
very subtle sin. “Hardened through the deceit- 
fulness of sin” is common experience. The sin 
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of unbelief is not looked down upon like some 
of the grosser forms of sin. It has an air of 
respectability. In fact, some people seem to be 
proud of it. The fact remains, however, that 


unbelief is the worst of sins, for it makes God 


a liar. 


Let us never fool ourselves into thinking that 
we can escape the searching eyes of Him with 
Whom we have to do. All things are naked 
and open to Him. Let us beware of unbelief. 
Let us pray the prayer of the disciples, Lord, 
increase our faith. Only as we rest upon Christ 
alone for salvation can we enter that rest. 


4. Our Great High Priest: 4:14-5:14. 


In the worship of the Old Testament the high 
priest was the central figure. Aaron was ap- 
pointed as the first high priest. He has been 
called “The Best Dressed man” in the Bible. 
All of his beautiful garments were symbolic of. 
his office and pointed to the Real High Priest 
Who should come. He needed beautiful gar- 
ments to cover him, for he was but a man. Jesus 
needé@d no such covering for He was the One 
altogether lovely, the Perfect High Priest. 


Aaron is not taken as the real type, but that 
strange figure, Melchizedek. (See Genesis 14:18) . 
This priest of the Most High God, “king of 
righteousness,’ the king-priest of Salem, (Jeru- 
salem) , whose genealogy is not recorded in the 
Bible, met Abraham and refreshed him with 
bread and wine, received tithes from him and 
blessed him. This endless priesthood is declared 
to be the type of the priesthood of Christ. I 
wish to notice some of the features of this priest- 
hood. 


(1) Christ, our High Priest, has been ap- 
pointed to this office by God, Who said, (Psalm 
110:4) “Thou art a priest forever after the 
order of Melchizedek.,’ So, He is “‘called of God.”’ 
Christ as our Redeemer, is Prophet, Priest and 
King. 


(2) He was touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities, and tempted in all points like as 
we are, yet without sin. Just as the high priest 
under the Mosaic Law, had to be “one of 
them,” so Christ became a real Man so that He 
could save men. | 


(3) He suffered and died for us and became 
the “Author of eternal salvation” unto all them 
that obey Him. The Author of salvation was 
“made perfect through suffering.” This does not 
mean perfect in character, for He was sinless, 
but perfection of experience. The offering He 
brought to God was a perfect atonement. (See 
Question 25 in Shorter Catechism). Let us not 
be “dull of hearing” when we read these mar- 


velous chapters describing the Priestly work of. 


our Blessed Redeemer! © 
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Box 38-W — Maxton, N. C. 
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Any Book listed on page 19 will be sent you 
free and postpaid as an award for one New 
Subscription sent us before August Ist. Earn 
as many books as you will send in new 
subscriptions. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JULY 15 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


What To Be - That Is The Question 


Hymn: “Come, ‘Thou Fount Of Every 
Blessing” 
Prayer 


Scripture: Acts 9:1-6 


Hymn: “I Am Thine, O Lord, I Have Heard 


Thy Voice” 
Offering 


Hymn: “Take My Life, And Let It Be 
Consecrated”’ 


LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: 


The title of our program is an altered form 
of a famous quotation from Shakespeare’s play 
“Hamlet.” When Prince Hamlet found him- 
self in an exceedingly perplexing situation he 
said these words, “To be, or not to be—that is 
the question.” With Hamlet it was a question 
of whether he should continue living or end 
his own life. We are certainly not raising such 
a morbid question as Hamlet’s. We know life 
is worth living, but how shall we live it? That 


is our question. 


The problem of what to do and what to be 
is a very important one among young people, 
and sometimes it can be a very perplexing one. 
Some of us may already know what we are going 
to be—what we are going to do with our lives. 
It is likely that others of us are still very much 
undecided. In this program we shall suggest 
some principles which we hope will be helpful 
as our young people try to answer the question 
of what to be. | 


We are Christian young people. We have 


accepted Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord of - 


our lives. This means we must take Him into 
consideration as we try to settle the problem 
of what to be. No decision regarding the use 
of our lives will ever be satisfactory, unless it 


takes into account the will of Christ. The most 


important question a young person can ask with 
respect to what he is to be is “What is the 
will of Christ for my life?”” Now we shall pro- 
ceed to the matter of how to discover the will 
of Christ. 


First SPEAKER: 


The will of Christ is largely to be found in - 
the Bible. It is true that the Bible does not | 


decide for a particular individual whether he 
is to be a doctor or a farmer. The Bible does 
not tell a girl that she should enter training 
to be a nurse instead of a teacher. The Bible 
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was never intended to give this particular kind 
of guidance, but the Bible does have something 
to say to us when we consider the question of 
what to be. The Bible makes it clear that our 
chief end is to glorify God and His Son Jesus 
Christ. Any kind of work that will prevent a 
person from glorifying God cannot be consid- 
ered by a Christian. For instance, the Bible 
charges us to keep the Sabbath day holy. That is 
one of our ways of glorifying God. The Chris- 
tian will be doing the kind of work that will 
enable him to keep this commandment and to 
glorify the Risen Christ thereby. For another 
example, the Bible tells us that we serve God 
and glorify Him as we serve our fellow men 
in His name. This means that a Christian will 
use his life in service to others for the sake 
of Christ. We can see from these considerations 
that while the Bible does not pinpoint our task 
in life, it certainly sets forth some principles 
which narrow down the field of endeavor for 
the Christian. 


SECOND SPEAKER: © 


God’s will is not always consistent with what 
we call “common sense,” but most of the time 
it is. There are times when God calls on us 
to do things which seem unreasonable to us, 
but most of the time His will seems quite reason- 
able to His people. There have been occasions 
when God has called young men with speech 
impediments to become preachers, but ordinarily 
He calls preachers from the ranks of those who 
can speak fluently and who enjoy doing so. Ac- 
cording to this we should bear in mind two 


‘things as we deal with the question “What 


to do!” 


In the first place, we should examine very 
carefully our own abilities and the circumstances 
in which we find ourselves. God often speaks 
to us concerning His will through our, abilities 
and circumstances. Our skills and talents have 
come from God, and He is the One who con- 
trols the circumstances of our lives. He can 
use these things to lead us in His will, if we 
will pay attention to them. In this respect the 
Vocational Guidance centers maintained by our 
church are very helpful as they enable young 
people to understand themselves and to measure 
their abilities. | 


The other matter which we should bear in 
mind in this connection is that God is not 
bound by the abilities He has given us and 
the circumstances in which He has placed us. 
Both Moses and Gideon were sure they were 
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unqualified for the work to which God called 
them. It seemed that God had not taken into 
account their limitations, but He had, and He 
knew exactly what He was doing. We need to 
remember always that God may call on us to 


be or to do something which seems unreasonable > 


to us, and we must be willing to follow His 


leading, even when we cannot understand His 
purposes. | 


‘THIRD SPEAKER: 


Still another way God uses to make known 
to us His will is our own inner feelings. It is 
obvious that this applies only when our inner 
feelings are guided by the Holy Spirit. If a 
person who is not a Christian trusts his con- 
science for guidance, he may be very seriously 
misled. A Christian, on the other hand, is one 
who has surrendered his life and will to Christ. 
He is one who earnestly seeks to know and do 
the will of His Saviour. Any person who is so 
yielded to the Lord and who prays faithfully 
to know the Lord’s will, can put some confidence 
in his inner feelings. When our inclinations fit 
in with the principles of the Bible and with 
our abilities and circumstances, we can be quite 
confident that God is making His will known 
to us. 


FOURTH SPEAKER: 


In this question of “What to be” we have 
been thinking mainly about our chief callings. 
The main stream of our time and talents should 
be directed into one channel, and we want to 
know first of all which channel God has chosen 
for us. “This is our vocation. There is also a 
thing called avocation. It is a secondary calling 
or occupation, and all of us will have one or 
more in addition to the primary vocation. Some- 
times we call them hobbies,: but whatever we 
call them, we must let God have His way in 
the ones we choose to follow. Some of the richest 
service to God is rendered through avocations. 


Some types of work are less suited to the 
service of God than others. A research chemist 
may not have many oppgrtunities in his work 
to speak to people abot Christ because his 
contacts are so limited. Me could overcome that 
limitation if he should choose as an avocation 
to lead a Boy Scout troup or some other such 
service. If we let God call us into our avocations 
as well as into our vocations, we can be sure 
of rendering acceptable service to Him. As we 
discovered last week, the way of service is the 
way of success. | 


BUY YOUR BOOKS FROM 
Book Department 
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Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
By C. C. Baker 

Sunday, July 8, II Thessalonians 3:6-13. Some 
of the Christians in the Thessalonian Church 
had evidently become so pre-occupied with the 
imminent return of Christ (2:1-2) that they 
had stopped working (v.11). How did their 
idleness affect their daily conduct (v.11)? Do 
vou think Paul’s command concerning them 
was too drastic (v.10)? How did Paul tell the 
other Christians to act toward those who would 
not work (vv.5-6)? Do you think the Church 
of today ought to bring discipline on members 
who are able but unwilling to work? In his 
own life Paul exemplified the honorableness 
of work, (vv.7-8). Do you find in your own 
life that you are much more prone to yield to 
temptation when you are idle than when you 
are busy? Make v.13 your watch word for today. 


Monday, July 9, Numbers 13:25-33. Read 
the whole of this familiar story of the sending 
out of the twelve spies to the Promised Land 
in 13:12,14:10. Each spy was the head of a 
tribe (13:3). What information were they to 
gather (vv.17-20) ? What answer as to the nature 
of the Promised Land did they give (13:25-29) ? 
What recommendation did 10 spies make (13: 
31-33) ? Joshua and Caleb (13:30;14:6-9) ? What 
facts about God did Joshua and Caleb see 
(14:8-9) that the others did not see (13:33)? 
What choice did the people make (14:1-3,10) ? 
What should they have remembered from their 


recent past (14:22)? When faced with seeming- — 


ly unsurmountable problems, do you lay your 


plans in the confidence that the Lord will go 


before you in the future to lead you just as 
He has in the past? 


Tuesday, July 10, Matt. 25:14-30. “Two whole 
chapters (24-25) are devoted to teachings on 
Christ’s Second Coming. The believer’s respon- 
sibility in the light of the Second Coming is 
stressed in 24:36-25:46. What is the main point 
in each of the parables in 24:36-25:13? The 
parables in 25:14-30 illustrate how the Christian 
can be ready when Christ comes. What were 
each of the servants to do with the talents while 
their master was gone (vv.15-17)? Each was 
given according to his ability (v.15). Of what 
sin was the unworthy servant guilty (vv.1&25- 
26)? What things are listed in vv.31-44 that 
an ordinary Christian can do to use his talents 
for God? Are there things in this list within 
your ability to do that you are failing to do? 
Would you be ashamed if Christ should return 
in your lifetime because you are not using your 
talents for Him? 


Wednesday, July 11, Samuel 16:14-23. Saul 
continually did that which was evil in God’s 
sight, until God finally rejected him as King 
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- in Israel (15:17-23). God had David anointed 
- to replace Saul’s line at his death (16:11-13)— 
_ hence the misery of Saul (vv.14-17) and the 
_ success of David (v.18). What need could David 
fulfill in Saul’s life (vv.22-23) ? Observe the re- 


Jation that:developed between Saul and David 


(v.21). When one is deep in sin or has fallen 
away from God,it may be of tremendous help 
_ for him to form a friendship with a consecrated 
_ Christian. How much better it would be, though, 
_ if he would confess and repent of his sin as did 
_ David after his transgression (Psalm 51). 


Thursday, July 12, Psalm 100. The “Lord’’ 


(vv.1,2,3,5) is Jehovah, the covenant God of 
Israel, the one who delivered His people from 
Egypt, gave them the Law and led them into 
the Promised Land. He has continually watched 
over His people. List the exhortations of 
vv.1-2,4. Are the reasons given in vv.3,5 for the 
praise of vv.1-2,4 adequate? How are the truths 
about the Lord as stated in vv.3,5 applicable 
to what we know of Him in Christ? When you 
think of what God has revealed to you of Him- 
self in Christ, is the praise of vv.1-2,5 in your 
heart? The Psalmist desires that all nations know 
and love the Lord he knows (v.1). Does your 
knowledge of God cause you to desire that 
others know Him, too? 


Friday, July 13, Job 1:13-19. ‘There was once a 
devout man of great wealth whose name was 
Job (vv.1-3,5) in whom God had great confi- 
dence (v.8). What was Satan’s_ challenge 
(vv.9-12) ? List the catastrophies that came upon 
Job in vwv.13-19. Would any one of them be a 
major blow? How would the average person 
react to such catastrophies? Account for Job’s 
behavior (vv.20-22). Is his philosophy one that 
should be characteristic of a devout Christian? 
The story of Job illustrates the truth that a 
person’s sufferings are not necessarily the pun- 


ishment for sins he has committed. Though Job | 


passed through very deep waters, God was still 
on the throne (1:12;2:6) and eventually all 
things worked together for good for Job be- 
cause he loved the Lord (42:10-17). 


Saturday, July 14, Jonah 4:6-11. Jonah was 
a prophet of the Lord, but he was not all that 
he should have been before Him. The Lord 
instructed him to go to Ninevah and preach 
against its sins (1:1-2), but Jonah fled in the 
opposite direction (1:3). He was swallowed by 
a great fish (1:4-17) and through this experi- 
ence was led to repentance (chapter 2). Though 
he responded to God’s second commission 
(3:1-2), the fact that Ninevah, a Gentile city, 
repented did not please his soul (3:10-4:1). 
What lesson did God teach Jonah through the 
gourd (4:6-11)? What was basically lacking in 
Jonah’s heart? When you think or speak of 
the condemnation of God that will fall upon 
~some sinner because of his sin, is it with a heart 
filled with love that he might repent? : 
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(From “New Testament Evangelism” 


by Wade C. Smith) 
Lesson No. 146 


FISHING WITH THE WORD (Continued) 


“IT spent a Summer with my friend. We were 
much together. I knew that he was ignorant of 
Christ and therefore not a Christian. He was a 
lovable companion, always ready to do more 
than his share in our rough camp life. Again 
and again I wanted to speak to him about my 
Saviour - but this morning he died. My heart 
is broken with grief and shame. How can I face 
my Saviour, if, through my neglect, Frank ts not 
there’’? 

—A Presbyterian Elder’s Confession. 


In soul winning there are certain parts of 
Scripture better adapted than others. One must 
Start somewhere, anyhow, and it is well to dis- 
criminate here. The first thing the personal 
worker should know is the PLAN of Salvation. 
In the helps to personal workers given in the 
forepart of The Testament For Fishers Of Men, 
on page XVI there is a brief but comprehensive 


outline of the plan of salvation worked out by 


Rev. O. E. Buchholz, D. D., of the General As- 
sembly’s Training School, Richmond, Va. It is 
as follows: | 


2 All of us are sinneele Rom. 3:23, Gal. 3:22. 


2. Unbelievers are under condemnation. 
John 3:18. 


3. Yet God loves sinners. John 3:16. 


4. And Christ died for sinners. 
Rom. 5:6, I Peter 2:24,25. 


5. He is the sinner’s only hope. | Acts 4:12. 
6. Believe on Him. Acts 16:31. 

7. Confess Him. Rom. 10:9,10. 

8. Live for Him. Rom. 12:1. 

9. A Summary. Rom. 6:23! 


The personal worker in the beginning could 
hardly do better than to con this outline in 
the order given, with its supporting Scripture 
passages, until thoroughly familiar with it as 
an authentic statement of the Plan. Appropriate 
it afresh as your own. Memorize it. Let it be 
the Scripture meditation for your ‘Morning 
Watch” until you have thoroughly committed it. 


Early Feeding. ‘The suggestion of the Morn- 
ing Watch may as well apply to all your study 
and meditation on Scripture to be used in per- 
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sonal work. If your day is already block out 
in such compactness that there is no space for 
this, set the alarm clock for at least a half-hour 
earlier to make provision for it. There is no 


time like the fresh first moments of the day for . 


the daily interview with the Master Fisherman. 
(“Fishing with the Word” continued in next 
lesson.) 


The article following is very pertinent to the 
one just'ending above. 


“Be Still ae Khow That I Am God” 

Jesus, our ever practical example, found the 
quiet hour needful to His well-being. We are 
told frequently in the ‘Scriptyres that “He went 
apart.” We, His handmaidens, have a like need 
in our daily living. This is a personal matter 
which concerns our own relationships with our 
Lord and Saviour. No one can have this quiet 
hour for us. We must plan and execute it our- 
selves. There are many helps for us, but we 
must experience this ourselves. 


How shall we meet this personal need? First 
there must be a time to be quiet before Him. 
Many of God's saints have found early morning 
\ best for quiet- before the day has brought its 


press of household and business duties upon | 


us. One dear old lady, after rearing her own 
‘large family, opened her home to many boys 
and girls in order to help them acquire an edu- 
cation. She met her Master in the early morn- 
ing - at five-thirty, to be exact. A busy school 
principal sets her ‘alarm a half hour earlier than 
necessary so that she might have her quiet time 
in the early morning. Perhaps later on in the 
day will suit some best, and others will find 
the even-tide more suitable to commune alone 
with God. We will remember that it was at 
evening that Isaac had his meditations. Let 
us find the time that is best for us, and let us 
go apart daily to be still before our Saviour. 


Next we must settle on a place that is apart | 


and quiet, Perhaps your bedroom, your break- 
fast room, your library, den, porch or garden 
will be your chosen place - just any place where 
you can be quiet and alone with God. David 
Brainerd found the woods his place. Suzanna 
Wesley, mother of Charles and John, had nine- 
teen children. She always observed her quiet 
hour and it is said that not even the youngest 
child transgressed her closed door. All knew 
that their mother was oo an hour with 
God. 


How shall we come to this quiet time in this 
quiet place? We shall come with a heart open 
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THE GOSPEL OF THE SPIRIT 
$1.50 


The agency of the Holy Spirit is the 
very life of Christianity. Few books 
on this subject compress so much into 
brief treatise as does this classic work 
written 150 years ago by the English 
divine whose writings on the subject 
have ever been of outstanding value. 
The first part of the work considers 
the Person and Office of the Holy 
Spirit; the second part presents the 
entire work of the Spirit upon the re- 
deemed, from their regeneration to 
their glorification both in body and in 
soul. 


Samuel Eyles Pierce 


Order From 
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before Him for cleansing, confessing our sin and 
our unworthiness. We shall come with a heart 
for filling - claiming His promises. With a 
heart full of praise for His blessings to us and 
ours. With a heart seeking His will and His 
wisdom. Like Hezekiah, of old, we shall 
“spread it out before the Lord.” We shall come 
with a heart that expects great things from God; 
a heart and mind that will attempt great things 
for God. 


Our arch enemy Satan will not let us come 
to our quiet hour without a struggle. He will 
seek to distract and divert us. Let us be stead- 
fast in the power of the Holy Spirit and keep 
our quiet hour before our Lord. Then we shall 
return to our family, church and business duties 
with peace, poise and serenity. 

(Mrs. A. K.) Frances T. Dudley 


Concord, N. C. 


Did you ever stop to think 


that you are never with any woman—friend, 
relative, stranger, white or colored—that you 


_ are not witnessing for or against the Christian 


way of life? Witnessing is not something we 
can choose to do, or not to do. The only choice 
we have is “What shall my witness be? If Christ 
is in you - has His rightful place - first place - 
in you, for He will have first place or none, 
woman to woman evangelism is as natural as 
breathing.” Mrs. Donald W. Richardson 
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means, and I quote, 


excused,” 


““Excuses” 


Such a little word and one seeming to be 
very harmless, yet according to Mr. Webster 
“a plea offered to justify, 
some englect of duty or fault.” 


Not too many months ago I served on the 
committee to secure officers for the Women’s 
Work of our local church. This committee met 
and very carefully and prayerfully selected 
women, to take the needed offices. 


When we started contacting these women we 


found the excuses to be many-and varied for 
not accepting the offices they were asked to 
take. To me many of them sounded like those 
recorded in the 14th chapter of Luke’s Gospel, 
and I quote: “I have bought a piece of ground 
and I must needs go and see about it, I pray 
thee have me excused,” (Material gain), and 
another said, “I have bought a yoke of oxen 
and I go to prove them, I pray thee have me 
(Use for earthly gain), and another 
said, “I have married a wife and therefore can- 
not come.” (This could have been a legitimate 


reason because of the law.) - J said could have— 


After the members of the committee left that 
night, and’ it was quite late, my mind kept 
dwelling on the excuses we had heard from 
both young and old. They seemed so familiar 
in content and it was then that I realized I 
had been guilty of giving these same excuses 
many times throughout my life. It’s so easy to 
see the mote in the other person’s eye! 


Service for God is a privilege. Why do we 
so often try to shun it? God’s way of working 
is through us and when we are unwilling to 
be used His gift of service is blocked in our 
lives and the blood stream ceases to function. 
Should this be a complete block, amputation 
may have to take place. Death may even occur. 
Oh! I don’t mean physical amputation nor do 
I mean physical death. I am thinking of the 
desire to be used by Ged. When we lose this 
desire - it may come from gradual amputation 
of desire or it may have the form of complete- 
ness which means actual death of desire to serve. 

Why do we give excuses? I don’t think it’s 
because we want to fail God in any way -- it 
just seems we are letting other things creep 
into our lives, absorbing our time, using our 
God given talents and sapping our strength. 


There are legitimate excuses I am sure - at 


least we hunt for them - enlarging them in our 
minds until they become so real they seem 
legitimate to us. 


I am sure God looks upon us with great com- 
passion when we give excuses. He so wants to 


_ dwell within our hearts, to help us see the need 


of mankind and to be filled with that great 
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WHY EVERY BIBLE READER 
SHOULD OWN 


STRONG'S EXHAUSTIVE 


CONCORDANCE of the Bible 


by JAMES STRONG 


@ Strong’s makes Bible study more 
thorough, more convenient, more 
It lists alphabetically 
every word, in every passage in 
which it occurs. With only one key 
word, you can quickly and easily 
find the passage you seek. 

@ Strong’s is a basic library of four 
complete books— 

Main Concordance 
Comparative Concordance 
Hebrew and Chaldee Dictionary 
Greek Dictionary 
@ Strong’s is a lifetime possession 
for everyday use—an essential tool 
for every minister, student, teacher, 

every Bible reader. 
1809 Pages 9x12 Inches 
$11.50 
Thumb Indexed, $12.75 
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desire to tell the good news of salvation with 
a happy glowing example of Christian living. 


_Suppose Jesus, when He was here dwelling in 

the flesh, had lived a life filled with “excuse 
giving.” Instead we find Jesus constantly in 
readiness and willing always to do His Father’s 
will. 


There is a job for each hour of the day for 
you and me to do. Do we accept this and try, 
or do we fight against it with don’t have time, 
I cannot talk in public, cannot lead a lesson 
like she did, I work and am qust too tired, I’m 
not too well and must conserve my strength, 
or I have given of my time through the years, 
now let the young blood take over. We, in our 
weakness, cannot overcome these things, but 
what is impossible with man is possible with 
God. 


Are these legitimate excuses for failing our 
Father in Heaven who gave His only Son that 
we might have everlasting life? How little we 
are asked to do in return. He so loved us. We 


did not merit this love. 


How wonderful if we could blot the little 
word “excuse” out of our thinking because we 
had ceased to have the desire to use it and in 
its stead had written the words “Christian 


_ Service” with indelible ink. 


(Mrs. W. M.) Eula J. Board 
Pulaski, Virginia 
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One Minute Messages on Stewardship 


Undergirding all other weapons is prayer, 
which unlocks the storehouse of God’s Power. 
What blessings are missed through its neglect. 
Yet, He could say to each of us as He did of 
old, “O, Woman, great is thy faith. Be it unto 
thee as thou wilt.” “Do we act as if we believe 
this?” | 


Much more important than the method of 
witnessing is the life of the witness. Only the 
life that is Christ-centered and Spirit-controlled 
will bear lasting fruit. “It is dying, not doing, 
that produces spiritual fruit.” (Dying to self, 
forgetting self). And, only as we die to self 
and allow Him to live out His life in us, will 
there be fruitfulness. This happens only after 
Calvary becomes a reality to us. - 


Mrs. W. B. Audrey, Jr. 


RELIGION IN AMERICAN LIFE 


An Expression of Our Gratitude 


Faced as we are with difficult times, con- 
fronted with much uncertainty, we are begin- 
ning to recognize that we are no more self- 
sufficient than our forebears were. More frank- 
ly, perhaps, than in less disturbed times, we 
are beginning to acknowledge that, like them, 
we need God’s help. 


One of the undertakings dedicated to such 
revival of faith is the. movement known as 
Religion In American Life. I should like to 
feel that, in every American family, some place 
is made for an expression of our gratitude to 
Almighty God, and for a frank acknowledgment 
of our faith that He can supply that additional 
strength which, for these trying times, is so 
sorely needed. 

—President Eisenhower. 


FORTIFYING OUR FAITH 


_As the body must be regularly cleansed and 
recharged, so must the soul. This can be ac- 
complished best by worship, and by public wor- 
ship, when the fellowship of others fortifies 
our faith. 


Religion is the attempt to close the gap be- 
tween what we are and what we can be. If we 
want to raise the level of our moral status as 
well as our usefulness within our families, our 
neighborhoods, and our communities, we must 
return often to the source of our inspiration. 
These are to be found in Holy Writ, and in our 
sanctuaries. The cultivation of the worship 
habit, therefore, can lead us to inner security 
and simultaneously make us worthier instru- 
ments in the attainment of _divinely-mandated 
goals. —Maurice N. Eisendrath. 
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Down to His Last Palace 


By G. J. Peterson, 
Moody Bible Institute, Chicago 


No one knows exactly how rich India’s 72- 
year-old Nizam of Hyderabad is, although he 
has been said to be the richest man in; the world. 
For one thing, rats recently chewed) their way 
through more than $8,000,000 in currency stored 
in the palace vaults, leaving its value in doubt. 
And the old Nizam immediately fired the man 
who was hired to appraise his trunks full of 
jewels when he heard the job would take a full 
year. “Why the man’s salary would have bee 
fabulous,” he said. 


Then too, times have changed in India since 
the Nizam’s heyday when he was absolute mon- 
arch of Hyderabad, and dressed in encrusted 
brocade bedecked with jewels as he rode around 
and collected his due from the 19 million popu- 
lation of the area. As a civil servant now sub- 
servient to the New Delhi government, he has 


to struggle along on a tax-free stipend of only 


$1.000,000 a year, plus an expense account of 
half that much. In tune with the tight times, 
the penny-pinching Nizam has delegated his 
fleet of Cadillacs and other expensive cars to the 
garage, and rides around in a 23-year-old re- 
modeled Ford. With a family cf three wives, 
42 concubines, 33 children, 40 grandchildren 


and an estimated 3,400 servants, he carefully 


and personally plans the household menus each 
day. 

The Nizam’s son, Prince Azam Jah, has no 
such money-saving qualms. He gives no thought 
to economy, and passes his days playing polo, 
studying the racing forms, and frolicking with 
the 50 ladies of his harem. He now has to 
struggle along on a monthly allowance of 
$10,000, and local creditors have been warned 
that the Nizam will no longer settle his son’s 
debts: Father Nizam recently paid off some 
$5,500,000 to get his son out of debt. Then he 
promptly disinherited him and made his 23- 
year-old grandson the Nizam’s heir. 


-“T am no longer a rich man,” complains the 
poor old Nizam; “everything I have is tied up 
in trusts. I am practically down to my last 
palace!” But all things being equal, the fact 
remains that the Nizam is still, if not the rich- 
est man in the world, certainly close to it. 


However, the Nizam’s great wealth in cur- 
rency, jewels, trusts and palaces cannot even be 
compared to the treasures which have been lav- 
ishly bestowed by a generous heavenly Father 
upon every person who has found all in the 
Lord Jesus Christ by faith; for in Him are hid 
“all the treasures of wisdoni and knowledge” 
(Colossians 2:3). This same Jesus, who owns 
all the wealth of heaven and earth, once became 
poor for our sakes, that we through His poverty 
might be made rich (II Corinthians 8:9). 
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Believe and Receive 


Have you made the step of faith which trans- 
fers you from your place as a condemned son 
of Adam to a freely justified child of God, and 
transforms you from a slave of fleshly passions 
to a conquering saint? You can be a joint heir 
with Jesus Christ to fabulous treasures in glory. 
By believing on Christ for salvation, you receive 
the Holy Spirit, Whom Adam’s unregenerate 


sons cannot receive, and He works in you those . 


things which are well pleasing in God’s sight. 


Let all men hear the saving gospel of Jesus 


Christ, for all are under the curse of the law 
of God. None can keep His requirements and 
so be worthy of eternal life; the law only shows 
man his sins. But “what the law could not do, 


in that it was weak through the flesh, God send-. 


ing his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, 
and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh, that 
the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled 
in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after 
the Spirit.” Romans 8:3,4. 


World at the Cross roads 


“The western world is standing at the cross- 
roads,” says Billy Graham. “Never was the pic- 
ture darker. Never was the need of divine inter- 
vention so desperate. We are facing a political 
crisis. You can see it in every country. Many 
of us are going along just as we have in the 
past. Christian, this is a different age! I believe 
God is giving the nations an opportunity to 


repent. If they fail they will be destroyed. The 


answer for the nations is an old-fashioned Holy 
Ghost revival in which God can speak once 
again as by fire.” 3 


Church 


DEATH OF REV. W. P. CHEDESTER 


Rev. William Pierce Chedester, of Asheville 
Presbytery, died in Asheville, N. C., on April 29. 
Mr. Chedester was born in Asheville, September 
28, 1879. He studied at Davidson College and at 
Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, Va., and 
was ordained by Asheville Presbytery in 1906. He 
became pastor of the Brevard church and most 
of his pastoral service was given to the Brevard, 
Franklin, Andrews, and Ora Street churches in 
his home Presbytery. An exception was his service 
in the Pageland group of churches in Mecklenburg 
Presbytery for three years. He was also for a year 
a chaplain in the armed services and was for a 
time associated with Mountain Orphanage, then 
at Balfour, N. C. 


Funeral services were conducted by Rev. Paul N. 
Gresham. Mr. Chedester was married to Miss Eliza- 
beth Stevenson, of Asheville, March 26, 1919, and 
is survived by his daughter, Mrs. Mary Elizabeth 
Guy, of Mt. Juliet, Tenn., and three grandchildren. 


“ 
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died in Abingdon, Va., on May 31. 
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DEATH OF REV. SAMUEL B. 
LAPSLEY, D. D. 


Rev. Samuel Baxter Lapsley, D. D., pastor since 
1949 of the Cedar Springs church, Knoxville, Tenn., 
Dr. Lapsley 
was born in Vine Hill, Alabama, January 12, 1889. 
Graduated from Union Theological Seminary, Rich- 


| mond, Va., in 1923, he was ordained to the min- 


istry by Lexington Presbytery of the Synod of 
Virginia. Before coming to the Cedar Springs 
church, he had served the following fields: Pastor 
at Craigsville, Va., 1922-1930; Aiken, S. C., 1930- 
1933; Marlinton, W. Va., 1933-1938; field executive 
and superintendent of home missions of the Synod 
of West Virginia, 1938-1943; director of the home 
mission emergency fund campaign, 1943-1944; 
pastor at Bedford, Va., 1945-1946; educational sec- 
retary of the Executive Committee of Home Mis- 
sions, Atlanta, Ga., 1946-1949; pastor of the Cedar 
Springs church, Knoxville, since 1949. 


DEATH OF REV. WILLIAM L. WALKER 
Rev. William Lowry Walker, pastor of the 


church at Iowa Park, Texas, was killed in an air- 


plane accident in Texas on May 31. Mr. Walker 
was born in Cleburne, Texas, February 22, 1911. 
He studied at Georgia Tech, Austin College, and 
Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga., and 
was licensed and ordained in 1938 by the Presby- 
tery of Paris. Before coming to Iowa Park church 
only a few months ago, he had served the follow- 
ing fields: Rose Hill and Moores Chapel churches, 
Texarkana, Texas, 1938 and 1939; First church, 
Lovington, New Mexico, 1939 to 1942; West Point, 


Ga., 1942 to 1948; and after a long illness at Mt. 


Pleasant, Tenn., and then Iowa Park, Texas. 
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Change of Address: Rev. George A. Hudson, 
Th. D., from Formosa, to 235 Inman Drive, Decatur, 
Georgia. 


Rev. Thomas McLelland Stevenson was called to 
his eternal home on May 31 last, after an ex- 
tended illness in Danville Memorial Hospital, Dan- 
ville, Va. Mr. Stevenson was born in Loray, 
Iredell County, N. C., January 14, 1889. He was 
a graduate of Columbia Theological Seminary. He 
served as pastor of the Presbyterian churches in 
Barnesville, Ga., Kershaw, S. C., Craigsville, Va., 
and Hamer, S. C. He is survived by his widow, 
residing in Danville, and by two sons, Thomas M. 
Stevenson, Jr., of Baltimore, Md., and Edward W. 
Stevenson, M. D., of New Orleans; and one daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Harold L. Vaughn, of Danville, Va. 


GEORGIA 


Brunswick — The crash of a four-passenger 
Cessna plane nea#® St. Simons cost the lives of four 
Atlanta Presbyterians June 13. They were R. 
Hays McKinney, H. D. Osner, William Newton, 
and V. A. Vincoli, all deacons in the Rock Spring 
Presbyterian Church in Atlanta. Mr. McKinney 
was serving also as the Superintendent of the 
Junior Department of the Church School. 


The crash took place about 5:00 a.m. in the 
sound between St. Simons and Jekyll Island shortly 
after the takeoff. Cause of the crash was not 
determined. 


The four men, on vacation with their families 


at the coast, took off from the St. Simons airport - 


to fly McKinney to Savannah, where he planned 
to board a commercial plane for Atlanta. 


LOUISIANA 


New Orleans — A campaign for $105,000, to 
be used in church construction, was inaugurated 
May 17 by the Presbytery of New Orleans at a 
dinner at the Saint Charles Avenue Presbyterian 
Church. Representatives of churches in the South 
Louisiana area attended the meeting, directed by 
Fred Dykhuizen, chairman of the finance commit- 
tee of the Presbytery. 


Speakers included Dr. John S. Land, pastor of 
the St. Charles Church; the Rev. Alex Hunter, 
pastor of First Presbyterian Church; and Calvin 
Williams, vice-chairman of the finance committee. 


$30,000 of the goal had already beéh raised. 
The first project will be a new church in Airline 


Park, expected to be around $100,000. The funds | 


will also be used for the construction of additional 
in Algiers, Houma, Chalmette and Frank- 
in. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Davidson — Davidson College graduate Linny 
M. Baker of Kannapolis has been chosen for the 
Thomas A. Clark Award by the Alpha Tau Omega 
social fraternity. 


The award is the highest that the fraternity 
can bestow, and selection is made from the thou- 
sands of fraternity members all over the United 
States. It includes an all-expense trip to ATO’s 
Mackinac, Mich. Congress September 5-8 and a 
specially designed ring. 


Baker was president of the ATO chapter at 
Davidson during the past year, and one of the 
outstanding all-round students. He was a member 
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of Phi Beta Kappa and Omicron Delta Kappa, 
= my salutatorian of the class that graduated 
ay 31. 


Linny is the son of Mrs. Bertha Baker of Route 
No. 5, Kannapolis, and is a graduate of J. W. 
Cannon High, where he was president of the stu- 
dent body. He attended Davidson on a George F. 
Baker scholarship. 


This fall he will enter the Duke University school 
of medicine. 


Waxhaw — Old Waxhaw Presbyterian Church — 
This historic old church, the oldest in Bethel 
Presbytery, celebrated its 200th anniversary last 
year and sent up the best report in its history. 
This congregation has always been small but has 
a much to the life of the church at 
arge. 


The future of this church looks brighter today 


‘than ever before. In the last six years they have 


grown numerically, physically and spiritually. Each 
year we have had an evangelistic meeting. This 
spring the Rev. John H. Knight, Pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church, Smyrna, Ga., came to 
us. He preached the word of God with power for 
one week and our people were built up in their 
faith. There were three additions to the church 
on profession of faith in Christ. We wish to thank 
pe a Church for the services of this man 
od. 


We thank God for our past, but we look to 
the future and the future looks bright for this 
church. With the coming of an industrial plant 
nearby, we view the future with hope and are 
preparing to meet the challenge. 


Waxhaw — Tirzah Presbyterian Church is com- 
pleting a beautiful $40,000 Sanctuary and Edu- 
cation building. This church is 152 years old and 
has contributed wonderfully to the life of the 
church at large. We have six sons now preaching 
the Word of God. 


The present building is about 122 years old 


with few facilities for Sunday School or recrea- 


tion. In our new building we plan for the future 
the sanctuary has ample seating capacity. The 
Educational wing has sufficient classroom space, 
also a Men’s Fellowship Hall and a modern kitchen. 


The Synod of Texas 

will meet July 17, 18, and 19, 1956 in the 
First Presbyterian Church, Dallas, Texas, at 
7:30 P. M. 


The First Church, Dallas, will be entertaining 
the Synod in connection with its celebration 
of its Centennial.” 
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